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Grace: What do you guys think would make you more interested in writing?
Ari: I love writing. I think the only reason I love writing is because my handwriting is so 
pretty. When I am writing, I can spell out big words. If I start something when I am 
writing, I get into it and I just keep going.
Grace: Really? so it’s that initial starting sentence that keeps you going? If you can get 
that first sentence down is it easier?
Ari: It is easy. In writing I can get messed up because I don’t know what my introduction 
can be but I know what my body and conclusion can be. When I know how to write the 
introduction, then I’m okay.
Cousin: Sometimes we have to write stories.
Grace: What kind of stories?
Cousin: Any Kind.
Grace: Do you like writing stories?
Ari: I like the stories you make up... its called...I keep on forgetting.
Grace: Creative writing?
Ari: No, its...
Grace: Fiction.
Ari: Yeah, like when you make it up yourself but we use this different word... the word 
means “how to,” like when you tell someone how to do something. It’s called expository
Grace: Oh, Expository writing!
Ari: yeah! I like when we do that kind of writing. I can tell you how to do something.I can 
tell you how to get somewhere and stuff. I think that is easy.
Grace: So you like to write things when you can explain it to people?
Ari: Like I can write you a story and tell you how to do math or something like adding 
and subtracting, multiplying and division.
...

Grace: What is a true story that you would like to tell?
Ari: Like the time I got burned?
Grace: yeah, can you tell me that story?
Ari: I was walking in my kitchen because I was hungry and so I cooked some noodles 
and waited till they got done and when they got done I took them out and I set them on 
the counter. I don’t like  water on my noodles so I was getting ready to pour the water 
out but then I had to go to the restroom so I went to the restroom then I went back to the 
kitchen, opened up the cabinet to get a bowl (a real bowl) and I slammed the cabinet 
real hard. It shook the noodles and they fell all on me and I got burned.
Grace: Oh Ari that is really scary. So what happened after that, when the noodles fell on 
you?
Ari: I tried to put some butter on it.
Grace: You tried to put some butter on your noodles or on your leg?



Ari: On my leg.
Grace: Is that supposed to make it feel better?
Cousin: She don’t know, she just did it.
Ari: Then when I put the butter on it, it started burning and burning and burning. I was 
like “noooo.” Then the next morning all the dead skin was still on there and it was like 
saggy on my leg and stuff and then I went to the hospital.
Grace: So you didn’t you go to the hospital till the next day?
Ari: Yeah. 
Grace: Oh my goodness!
Ari: Then i went to the hospital and they got these little tubes in there and they was 
picking off my dead skin and they was chopping off my dead skin and they just gave me 
some stuff for my leg.
Grace: Did it hurt when you went to the hospital or did they numb it?
Ari: It didn’t hurt. They didn’t numb it.
Grace: What do you think the most interesting part of your story is?
Ari: When the doctor was cutting off the skin.

...Digital Excerpt 

Grace: So there are a lot of jobs that start with writing even if it is just writing an e-mail...
Arica: I want to get a job as a pediatrician but when I don’t want to be a pediatrician no 
more, I want to be a drawer.
Grace: You want to be a drawer?
Ari: I want to learn how to draw
Grace: Really?
Ari: Right now I draw stick figure people
Grace: But I feel especially when you were a part of Waco Arts that you were really 
great at drawing
Arica: Cause like after y’all left and we moved I never drew no more. It never came to 
my mind. Like when I was in Waco Arts drawing always came to my mind. But ever 
since we moved and you moved it don’t come to my mind no more.
Grace: That’s interesting. Do you think that practice is helpful for drawing?
Ari: Mm-Hmm.
Grace: So when you are doing art more often, you feel like you become a better artist?
Ari: If you are doing it, you are going to get used to drawing.
Grace: Last question. What do you guys want to be when you grow up?
Ari: A pediatrician, I just told you! ...and a drawer.
Cousin: I want to be a writer
Grace: Well what kind of writer do you want to be?
Ari: If I don’t get to be a pediatrician or a drawer. I want to be the director of a movie
Grace: That would be really fun!
Cousin: I want to be in a movie
Grace: You want to be an actress!
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